CHAPTER  IV

' RUSSIAN MONEY "

Gentlemen of the Independent Party may
twist and wriggle as they please, the receipt
of this JRussion money is so painful a chapter
that they will never be able to justify them-
selves in the eyes of the nation.
Noske.

IN Chapters II. and IIL we saw how there was
built up the proud legend ?of the " bloodless " Revo-
lution and of the ordered State. In Chapter V.
we shall see how that legend comes to be for ever
shattered by civil conflict. Between these two topics I
shall now interpose what might be called an incident or
episode, namely, the affair of the " Russian money/'
This incident had a direct bearing on the civil conflicts
which follow* It helped to undermine the faith in the
Revolution which at first had been so pronounced in all
classes. All classes had at first supposed both that the
Revolution was a purely national movement, and also a
peaceful movement. They then found out that neither
had it been purely national nor was it going to be peaceful*
The effects of these two disillusionments taken together
and ^following each other immediately in point of view of
time were exceedingly great.
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